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November 18, 2025

To: Members of the Lexington Select Board and Ad Hoc Crematory Study Committee II
From: Lexington Board of Health

The Lexington Board of Health (the BOH) supports the need for the Town to consider the feasibility of establishing and operating a possible crematory at Westview Cemetery. 

The BOH has the statutory authority and responsibility for identifying and mitigating issues related to health and safety, and those related to managing the deceased.

In response to the Crematory Committee’s charge to the Board of Health to identify and consider health and safety issues related to a possible crematory, the BOH identifies several concerns, including, but not restricted to: 

· The facility's location as an Environmental Justice (EJ) population area[footnoteRef:1] as defined by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and required to be noted in an air permit application[footnoteRef:2] [1:  https://mass-eoeea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=535e4419dc0545be980545a0eeaf9b53 ]  [2:  https://www.mass.gov/how-to/cpa-crematory-comprehensive-plan-application-for-a-crematory-aq-02-03 
3 Piagno H, Afshari R. Mercury from crematoriums: human health risk assessment and estimate of total emissions in British Columbia. Can J Public Health. 2020 Dec;111(6):1011-1019. doi: 10.17269/s41997-020-00327-0. Epub 2020 Jun 10. PMID: 32524506; PMCID: PM
4 Tibau AV, Grube BD. Mercury Contamination from Dental Amalgam. J Health Pollut. 2019 Jun 4;9(22):190612. doi: 10.5696/2156-9614-9.22.190612. PMID: 31259088; PMCID: PMC6555253.
5 O’Keeffe, J. Field Inquiry: Crematoria emissions and air quality impacts. Vancouver, BC:
National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health. 2020 March
6 Maher T, Kong N, Spray R, Lee S, Gurgel S, Waks J, Kramer DB, Ellenbogen KA, Zimetbaum P, d'Avila A. Safety and behavior of implantable electronic devices during cremation. Heart Rhythm. 2025 Apr;22(4):1073-1079. doi: 10.1016/j.hrthm.2024.08.031. Epub 202
7 Guidelines for Handling Decedents Contaminated with Radioactive Materials Prepared by Charles M. Wood, Frank DePaolo, R. Doggett Whitaker
Radiation Studies Branch, Division of Environmental Hazards and Health Effects, National Center for Environmental Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia] 

· Release of vaporized mercury during operation, itself a neurotoxicant which is converted to the well-documented, more neurotoxic methylmercury3 in the environment and concentrates in the food chain4
· Release of organic pollutants, fine particulate matter, CO2, and other emissions during operation5
· The presence of and release of radioactivity, plastics and per and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) from implanted medical devices6 and brachytherapy seeds in the bodies of the deceased7 during operation
· Occupational health and safety issues for municipal or other workers preparing and operating the facility
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) regulates the crematory through a permitting process. The BOH has the authority to further regulate this facility on the basis of: 

· Known air emissions
· Emerging technologies to decrease exposure of emissions to public health
· The right to inspect 

Consultation with experts will be required to complete the permit in conjunction with MassDEP. There will need to be financial resources made available to conduct the necessary evaluations and analyses external to Lexington staff and Board of Health that will necessarily add to the financial cost of any proposed crematory. Additional filtration equipment to mitigate release of air emissions of concern may also be required. These consultations, staff time and stack emission controls will require additional, perhaps unanticipated financial commitments by the Town, and must be included in any proposal moving forward.
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