June  19, 2024
Janet Caron/Veatriki Dagkalakou
MSBA Project Manager
Massachusetts School Building Authority
40 Broad Street, Suite 500
Boston, MA. 02109

Re: Lexington High School Project
        Preliminary Design Program Submission

Dear Janet/Veatriki,

   I request that the MSBA require Lexington to continue in the PDP phase, asking them to file credible add/reno proposals.  
   Many of the filed plans look to build a new school on existing playing fields which sit on a peat bog.  This land is deeded for open space/recreation and protected under Article 97 of our State Constitution.  To use it for any other purpose would require a 2/3 vote of Lexington’s Town Meeting as well as a 2/3 vote of both chambers of the State Legislature.  Building on this land would require millions of dollars to destroy recently renovated facilities and millions more to reconstruct them elsewhere.  Not a responsible use of taxpayers dollars.  Furthermore, the proposed new school and fields would divide Lexington’s open space/recreation complex in half, destroying the uniqueness of this facility.  Because of this and the fact that a viable alternatilve of an add/reno plan is doable, the taking of this protected land would not meet the standards necessary to overcome an Article 97 protection.  
   The filed renovation-only plan is not viable because it cannot accommodate enrollment in educational programs.
   Unfortunately, the filed add/reno plans do not preserve the historic and most usable sections of the existing school.  The proposed add/reno plans destroy recently added buildings and renovations.  It is too costly and disruptive to on-going programs.
   An add/reno approach is clearly Lexington’s best path to renew its High School.  A plan to do so can be successful and cost effective.  Such a plan should be presented.  One from sincere efforts and community involvement.  The MSBA should require such a plan be filed.  A plan that can satisfy Lexington’s needs, save protected open/recreation space and millions of dollars for all taxpayers. 

Respectfully,


Peter C. J. Kelley
Past Select Board Member 2003-2018
Past Permanent Building Committee Chairman, from the 1990’s- 2003





